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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Original) A method for providing a mood based virtual photo album, said method 
comprising the steps of: (a) capturing a first image of a facial expression of a viewer by a 
camera; (b) providing the image of said facial expression to a pattern recognition module 
of a processor; (c) determining a mood of said viewer having an associated emotional 
identifier by comparing the facial expression with a plurality of previously stored images 
of facial expressions having an associated emotional identifier that indicates a mood of 
each of said plurality of previously stored images; (d) retrieving from storage a set of 
photos to be transmitted to said viewer based on the emotional identifier associated with 
the mood determined in step (c); and (e) transmitting the set of photos retrieved in step 
(d) to said viewer for display in the form of an electronic photo album. 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the set of photos in step (e) is 
transmitted over the hitemet to said viewer, and said electronic photo album comprising a 
virtual photo album. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the pattern recognition module in 
step (b) is a locally attached computer. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein the pattern recognition module in 
step (b) is a web-based processor. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the previously stored images in 
step (c) are facial expressions of the viewer. 
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6. (Original) The method according to claim 4, further comprising providing the 
previously stored images of the facial expression of the viewer with emotional identifiers. 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 6, wherein the emotional identifiers are 
supplied by the viewer to designate a particular mood for the facial expression for each 
respective image of said plurality of previously stored images. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein the previously stored images in 
step (c) are facial expressions of the viewer. 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 8, further comprising providing the 
previously stored images of the facial expression of the viewer with emotional identifiers. 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 9, where in the emotional identifiers are 
supplied by the viewer to designate a particular mood for the facial expression for each 
respective image of said plurality of previously stored images. 

11. (Original) The method according to claim 4, further comprising: (f) capturing a 
second image of a facial expression of the viewer subsequent to said viewer looking at 
least at one photo of said set of photos transmitted in step (e); (g) updating the set of 
photos transmitted in step (e) by repeating steps (c), (d) and (e) according to the second 
image of the facial expression captured in step (f). 

12. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein the image of the facial 
expression is captured as one of a JPEG image, TIFF image, BMP image and PCX 
image. 
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13. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein the image of the facial 
expression is a video sequence. 

14. (Original) The method according to claim 13, wherein said video sequence comprises 
an MPEG sequence. 

15. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein step (c) includes (1) modifying 
the emotional identifier associated with the mood of the viewer according to at least one 
of: (i) local weather; (ii) other people adjacent to the viewer; (iii) illumination adjacent 
the viewer; (iv) time of day; (v) date; and (vi) preferred activities of the viewer. 

16. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein step (d) includes transmitting 
an order of the set of photos according to the modification to the emotional identifier in 
step (c)(1). 

17. (Original) A system for a mood based virtual photo album comprising: a camera; user 
interface means for transmitting a first image of a facial expression of a viewer captured 
by said camera; a processor for receiving the transmitted image of the facial expression of 
said viewer; said processor comprising a pattern recognition module for comparing the 
image received by said processor with a plurality of images of facial expressions stored in 
a storage area, and for determining a mood of the viewer according to the first image of 
the facial expression captured by said camera; retrieval means for retrieving a set of 
electronic photos corresponding to the mood of the viewer determined according to the 
first image of the facial expression and transmitting said set of electronic photos to said 
viewer; and a display for displaying said set of photos to the viewer as a virtual photo 
album. 
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18. (Original) The system according to claim 17, wherein said user interface means 
includes feedback means for transmitting subsequent images of said viewer's facial 
expression after a display of at least one photo of said set of photos; wherein said pattem 
recognition module of said processor compares said subsequent images of said viewer's 
facial expression for determining the mood of the viewer according to said subsequent 
images; and said retrieval means retrieves a respective set of electronic photos 
corresponding to the mood of the viewer determined according to each of said subsequent 
images of the viewer's facial expression. 

19. (Original) The system according to claim 17, wherein said user interface means 
transmits said first image to said processor as one of a JPEG image, TIFF image, BMP 
image and PCX image. 

20. (Original) The system according to claim 18, wherein said user interface means 
transmits said subsequent images to said processor as at least one of JPEG images, TIFF 
images, BMP images and PCX images. 

21. (Original) The system according to claim 17, wherein said processor comprises a host 
site, and said camera and said user interface means for transmitting said captured image 
conununicate with said processor over the Intemet. 

22. (Original) The system according to claim 18, wherein said processor comprises a host 
site, and said camera and said user interface means for transmitting said captured image 
communicate with said processor over the Intemet. 
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23. (Original) The system according to claim 21, wherein said set of electronic photos 
transmitted by said retrieval means to said viewer comprises a virtual photo album. 

24. (Original) The systerti according to claim 22, wherein said set of electronic photos 
transmitted by said retrieval means to said viewer comprises a virtual photo album. 

25. (Original) The system according to claim 20, wherein at least one of said first image 
and said subsequent images comprises video sequences. 

26. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 25, wherein a format of said 
video sequences comprises at leasti g one of MPEG, MPEG-1, MPEG-2 and MPEG-3. 

27. (Original) The system according to claim 17, wherein said user interface means 
includes means for initially inputting photos of facial expressions of said viewer for 
storage in said storage area of said processor, each one of said photos having an 
associated emotional identifier that indicates a mood represented by each respective 
facial expression of said each one of said photos. 

28. (Original) The system according to claim 18, wherein said user interface means 
includes means for initially inputting photos of facial expressions of said viewer for 
storage in said storage area of said processor, each one of said photos having an 
associated emotional identifier that indicates a mood represented by each respective 
facial expression of said each one of said photos. 

29. (Original) The system according to claim 21, wherein said user interface means 
includes means for initially inputting photos of facial expressions of said viewer for 
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Storage in said storage area of said processor, each one of said photos having an 
associated emotional identifier that indicates a mood represented by each respective 
facial expression of said each one of said photos. 

30. (Original) The system according to claim 22, wherein said user interface means 
includes means for initially inputting photos of facial expressions of said viewer for 
storage in said storage area of said processor, each one of said photos having an 
associated emotional identifier that indicates a mood represented by each respective 
facial expression of said each one of said photos. 

31. (Original) The system according to claim 25, wherein said user interface means 
includes means for initially inputting photos of facial expressions of said viewer for 
storage in said storage area of said processor, each one of said photos having an 
associated emotional identifier that indicates a mood represented by each respective 
facial expression of said each one of said photos. 

32. (Original) The system according to claim 26, wherein said user interface means 
includes means for initially inputting photos of facial expressions of said viewer for 
storage in said storage area of said processor, each one of said photos having an 
associated emotional identifier that indicates a mood represented by each respective 
facial expression of said each one of said photos. 
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